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larger than the actual parallax of the nebula. 2 The value obtained 
for proper motion is less than one second of arc per century. 

Figured on the basis of a parallax of o ff .oi5 the distance of the 
ring nebula from the solar system would be 220 light years. The 
longer diameter of the ring or oval is about one minute of arc. 
The corresponding actual diameter would be two thousand times 
the diameter of the Earth's orbit or a little less than seventy times 
the diameter of the orbit of Neptune. Light traveling at the rate 
of 186,000 miles per second would require a period of twenty-three 
days to traverse the nebula from one extremity of the ring to the 
other. 

These figures are based on a parallax of o".oi5, but if the parallax 
is actually smaller than this the distance of the nebula from the 
solar system and the dimensions of the nebula are greater still, in 
inverse proportion to the value of the parallax. Future observa- 
tions may show this to be the case. It is almost certain however 
that the parallax is very small and consequently that the ring 
nebula is remote and very large as compared, say, with the solar 
system. Burt L. Newktrk. 
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A photograph of the satellite was made by Mr. Shapley with 
the 60-inch reflector on November 10th. The corrections to the 
ephemeris on that date were +o'.4 in R. A. and — o'.i in Dec. 
The magnitudes given above are photographic and have been 
computed using 18.6 as the magnitude at mean opposition. 

Seth B. Nicholson. 



2See, in this connection, van Maanen's note in the October number of these Publicatitmt. 



